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The year the world changes 

By the time you read this, we shall know 
how the Copenhagen summit went. As I 
write, there is much speculation ς and not 
a little scepticism ς about the chances of 
achieving a truly world-transforming 
agreement.  

I must admit to being among the sceptics. 
They say that Nero fiddled while Rome 
burned. But in our times, multi-national 
corporations are warming their hands at 
the blaze while political leaders 
prevaricate and try to pass the buck.  

Will this be the moment when they all 
finally wake up and smell the coffee boiling 
ŘǊȅΚ ²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƻǊǎ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
play hardball with the planet, that the 
climate cannot be bamboozled by empty 
ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Řƻ ŘŜŀƭǎΦ ²ƛƭƭ 
the powerful and rich finally realise that 
they ς and their children ς are not exempt 
from the requirement to breathe air, drink 
clean water and find dry land to live on? 

Mind you, when it comes to being in denial, 
LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ 
Sometimes I wonder uneasily how much it 
costs in African or Bangla DŜǎƘƛ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
lives to indulge my addiction to a daily bath 
and two (or three) long journeys by car a 
ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ .ǳǘ LΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ 
to do better. I remember going to a meeting 
of the Living Witness Project in its early 
days; we sat there feeling overwhelmed by 
the magnitude and complexity of the 
challenge. Then a young man said quietly,  

 

Wherever you are, you can 
always take one more step. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ǿŀǘŎƘǿƻǊŘ ŜǾŜǊ 
ǎƛƴŎŜ όǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
extent of backsliding....). 

We cannot now undo our 
knowledge that the innocuous 
ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩ ƛǎ 
shorthand for self-inflicted 
catastrophe. But there is a new 
realisation that this crisis is also 
an opportunity. Now, as never 
before, we can feel there is a 

vital response to the crying out of our 
beautiful, mutilated planet, in the Quaker 
vision of a heaven on earth where all are 
equal, where no-one grabs more than their 
share or uses violence to oppress others, 
where we understand that the interest of 
our neighbour is inseparable from our own. 
As Tamara Stark of Greenpeace has put it: 

άIf we are brave, if we act together and if 
we show foresight, we can bring about the 
creation of a new world built on innovation, 
vision and sense of common good.... We 
need to transform the way we see the 
world and value what matters most ς the 
planet and each other.έ 

So this number of Calon is focused on the 
positive: on hope, on action, on community 
and on the beauty and life around us. We 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛƳŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
presidents to lead the way ς we already 
have motivation and commitment enough. 

 

Stevie Krayer 
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GALWAD Y BLAIDD 

 
Mae Dafydd Jones 

yn croesawu llyfr 

am fyd natur yng 

Nghymru 

Galwad y Blaidd: 

Perthynas y Blaidd 

â Chymru dros y 

Ganrifoedd gan 

Cledwyn Fychan 

(Cymdeithas 

Lyfrau Ceredigion 

2006) £14.99 

         

Cyn belled ac y gwn i dymaôr llyr cyntaf ar 

fleiddiaid iôw gyhoeddi yn y Gymraeg. 

Petae ddim ond oherwydd hynny maeôn 

haeddu croeso. Mae gennym ddigonedd o 

lyfrau ar lenyddiaeth ac ar hanes. Mae 

casgliadau o farddoniaeth yn gyson. Ond 

ysywaeth trist o brin yw cyfrolau safonol a 

phoblogaidd ar bynciau gwyddonol ac ar 

fyd natur. Maeôr gyfrol yma nid yn unig yn 

safonol ond mae hefyd yn bleser iôw 

darllen ac yn agor drws newydd ym maes 

cyhoeddi yng Nghymru. 

Is-teitl y llyfr yw Perthynas y blaidd â 

Chymru dros y canrifoedd ac maeôr thema 

honnoôn ddolen gydiol yn y gyfrol drwyddi 

draw. Ond maeôn cynnwys mwy na hynny. 

Yn y penodau cyntaf maeôr awdur yn 

crynhoiôs hyn a wyddom am fywydau ac 

arferion y bleiddiaid yn eu cynefin heddiw 

ac yn cydioôr wydbodaeth honno wwrth y 

traddodiadau aôr chwedloniaeth sydd 

genym am fleiddiaid yng Nghymru. 

Gwyddwn am rai oôr traddodiadau hynny 

ond roedd llawer oôr rhai sydd yn y gyfrol 

yn newydd i mi. Er enghraifft, rhyw filltir 

neu ddwy oôm cartref mae plasdy bychan 

oôr enw Caeôr Blaidd. Gwyddwn am y 

chwedl syôn gysylltiedig ©ôr lle, i rhywun 

rhywdro gael ei ladd gan flaidd ar un oôr 

caeau. Maeôr awdur yn adrodd y stori 

honno ond yng nghorff y llyfr maeôn 

awgrymu ystyr a tharddiad arall iôr enw 

Caeôr Blaidd, enw a geir mewn amryw o 

lefydd yng Nghymru, ac maeôn haws 

gennyf dderbyn yr ystyr hwnnw naôr 

chwedl. 

I mi un o rinweddau unrhyw lyfr oôr math 

yma yw galluôr awdur i ennyn awydd yn 

darllenydd i wybod mwy. Maeôn debyg 

mae galluôr awdur i gyfleu ei frwdfrydedd 

yw hanfod y gamp honno. Mae Cledwyn 

Fychan wedi llawyddo i wneud hynny ac 

maeôr lyfryddiaeth ar ddiwedd y gyfrol aôr 

nodiadau gwaelod daen syôn brithoôr llyr 

yn arweiniad gadarn i unrhyw un syôn 

chwenych mwy o wybodaeth. Maent hefyd 

yn dystiolaeth oôr gwaith ymchwil eang 

sydd tu cefn iôr llyr. 

Cefais bleser o ddarllen y gyfrol a dysgais  

lawer nid un ynig am fleiddiaid ond hefyd 

am lenyddiaeth, chwedloniaeth ac hanes 

Cymru. 

 

[Ed: Dafydd Jones welcomes an all too 

rare example of a Welsh-language book 

about the wildlife of Wales.  In Galwad 

y Blaidd (ñCall of the Wolfò) Cledwyn 

Fychan has written a well-researched 

exploration of ñthe relationship of the 

wolf with Wales across the centuriesò. 

Drawing on the wider literature, 

mythology and history of Wales, it left 

Dafydd eager to know more ï the 

ultimate test of good non-fiction.] 

 

 

   Earth  

   A jewel, it looked like, 

   hanging in vacuum black. 

   It was a miracle of blue. 

   It was - how precious? 

Fiona Owen 
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Lampeter & Llanybydder Local Meeting recently 
pondered this question from the briefing 
document produced by Quaker Peace and Social 
Witness, Responding to climate change. Here 
were their answers, given in worship sharing: 

ü Things changing gradually, us becoming 
much less dependent on meat and animal 
products, cutting down on waste, smaller 
communities. It would take a long, long 
time, but if our eyes were fixed on that 
goal.... We have got to love the world, even 
viruses and things! We shall have a world 
that is free of fear. 

ü I would hope to see more inclusive societies 
(especially in the developed world) where 
people are valued more for what they can 
contribute to society than what they take 
out. 

ü Kindness to, and consideration of, others, 
on a global scale. 

ü A world in which individuals are valued, 
where status is not important. To me, status 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƳƛǎǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
resources. 

ü I have just enough resources to live 
comfortably, but from a global point of view 
I am wealthy. I have enough and can live 
quite comfortably if I take a bit of care. 

ü The important values are Quaker values: 
simplicity, equality, peace, truth. Something 
I have been thinking about is how simplicity 
can bring about a contentment or a 
happiness, not only despite not having 
material goods, but because of it. 
ά!ŦŦƭǳŜƴȊŀέ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ 
with spiritual well-being. Having said all 
that, I have a real problem with seeing how 
the world can change from the existing 
capitalist system to a world without growth. 
We do still have growth. They are building a 
fossil-fuel based power station a week in 
China. 

ü Perhaps we need to place more emphasis 
on giving than receiving. In giving, we 
receive. 

ü ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƭƻǾŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
see how we are going to have a solution. 

ü Maybe it is going to come from some force 
outside human beings. 

ü I know this is a controversial view, but I feel 
that beauty has to be part of the solution. I 
have a vision of a world not unlike our 
present world, but greener, more full of 
growing things, where the forests are not 
cut down and the mountains are not 
gouged out and the rivers are not poisoned. 
People will take care of their neighbours 
and will share what they have. It will be a 
ƭƻǘ ƭŜǎǎ ƴƻƛǎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
light pollution ς everyone will be able to see 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ 
ƭƻǾŜƭȅΗ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳƻǊŜ 
attractive to people.  

ü I was thinking about what sort of world 
those who are children now will grow up to. 
LΩǾŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ - they do 
look after each other, they are kind to each 
other.  

 

ü Unless we become as little children.... 

ü Not all children are loving, for whatever 
reason. Maybe we have to begin with the 
mothers. 

ü ά[ƻǾŜ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊǎ ŀƭƭέΦ 

What is your vision of a world effectively responding to climate change? 
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In the eye of the storm 

Rhian Parry of Bala Meeting reports on the 

Meeting of Friends in Wales on 24 October 

This was the second meeting of Friends in Wales 

to which I went as an attender. What struck me 

again this time were the modest and thoughtful 

contributions made by Friends and the way each 

point of view contributed to the final opinion.  

Just as striking was the ability to move through a 

full agenda and produce succinct agreed minutes, 

in record time. 

As the business progressed, it was obvious that 

Friends in Wales too are part of the national 

discussions on peace and social justice.  This body 

is more than a talking shop.  The understated, 

practical way in which Friends work with others 

who share the same aspirations for a better world, 

is powerful.   

We heard about the support of Friends in Wales 

for the establishment of an Institute for Peace 

Studies in Wales.  We heard the negative reply of 

a senior officer in the National Air Training Corps 

to the suggestion that Friends in Wales would 

happily contribute to the Corpsô Chaplaincy by 

drawing the attention of young recruits to 

alternatives to war.  We discussed ways of 

extending our outreach activities at the two 

National Eisteddfodau and the national 

agricultural show.  Friends testified to the 

effectiveness of silent meetings for worship in a 

number of public places 

and the interest shown in 

them. 

During the afternoon, 

Geraint Hopkins, the policy 

officer for Cytûn (Churches Together in Wales) 

joined the meeting.  He explained how Cytûn 

seeks to speak with one robust, constructive voice 

to influence the government.  Recent priorities 

have mainly included the situation in the Middle 

East and racial justice.  He hinted that less had 

been said about the immoralities of the financial 

sector and cheap mortgages which people could ill 

afford.  He also alluded to the need to attract those 

with extreme political views to the middle ground 

where they might be encouraged to debate their 

views so that they might be dissuaded from 

joining extreme fringe groups.   

The presentation generated a valuable and 

interesting discussion.  There was time for silence, 

despite the storm, which raged outside! 

In Search of a Quaker 
Response to the global issues 
that face us all in the 21st 
Century 
A conference report by Roger Holloway 

I was delegated by our Area Meeting (S. Wales) 

to attend two conferences, entitled, A Zero Growth 

Economy? What would it mean for us all?  at 

Friends House on 26th September, followed by 

residential conference at Woodbrooke from the 

30th October to the 1st November.  

The over-arching proposition which led to the 

setting up of these conferences is that é 'there is a 

crisis facing our planet. Consumption of resources 

is rising rapidly, biodiversity is plummeting and 

just about every measure shows humans affecting 

the Earth on a vast scale.' (How our Economy is 

killing the Earth, New Scientist, 15th October 

2008).  

Most Friends see 'treading lightly on the Planet' as 

a desirable and in many ways, achievable 

objective in our own lives. However, we are few 

in number and many aspects of our lives are still, 

notwithstanding, dependent upon those resources 

that humanity as a whole is flagrantly misusing. 

The first conference, clerked by the noted astro-

physicist Jocelyn Bell Burnell, consisted of a 

series of four half hour presentations. The 

speakers were:  Miriam Kennett, Director of 

the Green Economics Institute, who 

speculated upon what a zero growth 

economy would look like; Richard 

Douthwaite, author, economist and co-

founder of FEASTA, The Foundation for the 

Economics of Sustainability, who focused upon 

the stark choice he saw facing us, The stark choice 

being, 'to share or die'; Duncan Green, Head of 

Research at Oxfam, who posited that 'no growth' 

was not an option, but that growth should be 

rationed equitably; lastly, Alistair McIntosh, 

social activist and author of Soil and Soul and Hell 

and High Water, who focussed upon the spiritual 

imperative in economics. 

The second three day conference consisted 

primarily of workshops, and sessions facilitated 

by a group called, 'Turning the Tide'. We were 

each required to choose two workshops. I chose 

the community-supported agriculture and the local 

community-run shops and businesses workshops. 

Ȱ'ÏÄȟ ÔÈÏÕ ËÎÏ×ÅÓÔ ÁÌÌ ÏÕÒ 
doings without love are 
ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÔÈȢȱ 
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In Search of a Quaker Response to the global issues 
that face us all in the 21st Century (cont.) 

The community-supported agriculture workshop 

was led by Tom and Caz Ingall, two farmers, who 

run Canalside Community Food. The idea was 

originated in Japan by a Women's neighbourhood 

group concerned about the methods used to 

produce their food. They set up a direct growing 

and purchasing scheme with local farmers.  

There are a variety of schemes now running in this 

country, supported by the Soil Association on the 

basis of sustainability and environmental 

principles, their form being dependent upon the 

principles behind the schemes and the 

communities they serve. The basic idea is that 

those who wish to be involved in a growing 

scheme make a financial commitment to provide a 

fair income to the growers, the form of a weekly 

or monthly regular subscription, in return for 

which they receive a weekly box of produce.  

In some schemes there are opportunities for 

subscribers to be directly involved in the actual 

growing of the food. There are a group of growers 

in West Wales, The Organic Fresh Food 

Company, based in Lampeter, running such a 

scheme. (Organic Fresh Food, 01570 423099    

www.organicfoodcompany.co.uk) 

The local community-run shops and businesses 

workshop was led by Ian Care, an engineer, who 

in addition to his work on physical products, uses 

his creativity and structured thinking techniques in 

a consultancy role with social structures. His 

workshop dealt with what initially appeared to be 

a village post office closure, but which developed 

into an holistic project concerning the functioning 

of a village of some 500 households. The 

techniques he used identified a positive business 

case and resulted in two shop outlets and a range 

of supporting community businesses. 

Unfortunately, the village concerned was not 

identified, but Ian Care presented us with a 

working methodology for identifying community 

needs and taking practical measures to meet them. 

To Summarise then: 

A huge amount of disturbing information and 

conjecture predicting the precarious future of 

humanity and the planet  was presented to us, 

together with  a range of  ideas for greener ways 

of living our daily lives in our local communities. 

The bigger scientific, political and economic 

issues were discussed in general terms in the first 

conference. The smaller local things outlined 

above in the workshops are I suppose more 

relevant and attainable within our local 

communities. 

My own concern is what do we as friends do that 

we aren't doing now? Do we become more 

political, be more active in our communities, live 

more 'in the light' in our daily lives? Probably all 

of these things. 

There were significant differences of opinion on a 

whole range of issues relating to climate change, 

world population, food production, sources of 

energy and economic growth. Long held beliefs 

and prejudices may well have to be revisited and 

perhaps overturned if solutions to the problems we 

face are to be found. 

On the issue of climate change and sustainable 

energy, the best source of science based research I 

have come across is 'Sustainable Energy - without 

the hot air, by David JC MacKay. The best 

objective paper on sustainable food production is 

a free download from royalsociety.org, called, 

'Reaping the Benefits'. 

 

How about signing 
up to 10:10? 
{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ млΥмлΚ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ 
initiative launched by 
Franny Armstrong, director 
of the movie The Age of 
Stupid, to get people to 
commit themselves to 
reducing their carbon 
footprint by 10% during 
2010 (hence 10:10).  

In only three months of its 
existence, some 45,500 

individuals have signed up, along with more than 
1600 business and some 800 organisations 
(including Friends House, the National Assembly 
for Wales and Swansea Mosque and Islamic 
Community Centre). You and your meeting could 
make a serious difference ς so why not think 
about it. Website address: www.1010uk.org 

"STOP PRESS:   In almost his final act as First 
Minister, Rhodri Morgan signed up the Welsh 
Assembly to 10:10." 

 

http://www.organicfoodcompany.co.uk/
http://www.1010uk.org/


 

 

6 | P a g e  

Praise Song for the Taff  
 

Start  
 by mistrusting the beauty  
of this hillside,  
  smoother than it should be,  
green as a hospital sheet, 
 
stretched up tight to his jutting stony chin, 
 
the laid-out giant,  
          grand old buggerτ 
half ogre, half rough-you-up- 
   and-make-a-man-of-you  
ǘƻǳƎƘ ǳƴŎƭŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘǊƛƳ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƭƭ  
 
the stubble, not quite sluice away  
 
the phlegm  
         stained black.  
Find someone, if  
        ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΣ ǘƻ ōŜƭǘ ƻǳǘ 
something rousing for him 
 
as he belted all and sundry in his day. 
 
 
And then  
     mistrust the river, 
its apparent clarities. 
 
The fish have come back  
alive-alive-O with tidings  
that something has died. 
 
And a kingfisher, 
welding-torch blue. 
 
The water, though, twinkles 
with forgetfulness 
of how the coal dust flowed  
 
rimming the stone-beach 
and the flood marks under bridges 
 
right down to the bay, the swish  
of its shitty and muscular tail  
for miles into the Bristol Channel. 
 
 

 
Mistrust the sigh  
       of emptiness. The quiet.  
The unbroached skyline. Because anytime now  
 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳȊȊ-saw snarl of petty biking,  
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎŀǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭǎƛŘŜΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇƻǎǎŜΣ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƭȅ  
of several ages, round a torched tree stump  
 
on the waste ground which is also  
beautiful,  
 
with gorse and slim tentative birch trunks  
and fat blackberries 
by the Do Not Cross The Railway sign,  
 
with its Danger of Death, a well- 
worn path up to and from it either side. 
 
 
And last, 
     mistrust mistrust,  
the need to be unfooled, uncompromised  
 
as if any water you could drink 
was pure and might not rise  
 
against us, against toppled boughs 
dammed under bridges, and its own back-  
                                                                 swelling.  
 
Nowhere anyone can stand is high and dry.  
 
Mistrust all that, and yourself, and now,  
consider 
    just the possibility  
 
    of praise. 

Philip Gross 

 

[With acknowledgements to Scintilla magazine] 
 

Phillip Gross is a member of Penarth meeting and 
won first prize in the Long Poems section of the 
Scintilla Open Poetry Competition with his poem 
Praise Song For The Taff.   

His new collection The Water Table (Bloodaxe)  
is shortlisted for the T.S.Eliot Prize 
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JOY and INSPIRATION 

This autumn I was pleased to be sent by MFW to 
Woodbrooke for a two day course. This included 
talks, discussions and group work as well as 
informal sharing. Time spent at Woodbrooke is 
always beneficial, invigorating, challenging and 
exhausting but nevertheless worthwhile and 
inspirational. 

I was reminded of the joy of belonging to the 
Society of Friends. It is OUR Society and it is up to 
us to run it as best we can, for unless we join in, it 
will collapse. We all have different abilities, some 
of us obviously very talented, but all still 
invaluable.  

There are tasks for everyone, 
from the everyday, such as 
tea-making, to the specialist, 
such as Clerk of B.Y.M. We 
don't necessarily need 
experience but rather a 
willingness to 'have a go' and 
learn on the job - with plenty 
of support from Ffriends. 

 Our Society depends on us all being involved and 
helping to run it, and in doing so we grow. As Roy 
Stephenson says in his book 'Freeing the Spirit':  
 

'We learn our Quakerism by involvement. It 
draws us into communion with one another, it 
draws us into worship in which listening to 
each other for the truth behind our words is 
one of the most significant things we can do, 
and it draws us into action, in concert with 
each other.' 
Yes, I was strongly reminded of the JOY of 
belonging to our Society of Friends and came 
home INSPIRED. 
Oh! - the course I attended? Nominations! 

 Thank you again MFW.               Liz Butler. 

 

 Wanted: Historical Information 

about TȒ Newydd. 

John Hall is researching British Meeting Houses 

and is seeking further information. 

So far John has sourced information which reads: 

CAEUBYCHAIN Montgomeryshire in 1793: 

Merioneth & Montgomery MM 

alternatively: Bryconwy, Garthbwich township, 

Llanwyddyn modern parish, TȒ Newydd; and 

Garthbwich meeting.  SI 012 179   David Butler 

"The Quaker Meeting Houses of Britain" (FHS), 

1999. 
 

Meetings were held in a room set aside in the 

house of Margaret Thomas of TȒ Newydd and 

provided with chairs, a table and a bible. Monthly 

Meeting paid for repairs in 1713, and it owned the 

property at least by 1766. The meetings continued 

until 1793, and the building still stood in 1952 

(Evelyn S. Whiting, "Background of Quakerism in 

Wales and the Border", 1952).  

 

John, of Colchester Meeting, seeks the 

information for his website 

 www.flickr.com/photos/qmh of photographs of 

existing and former Quaker meeting houses. 

 

NEWS FROM LOCAL 

MEETINGS 
 

Babis Sir Benfro (Pembrokeshireôs Poppies) 

Gafodd dorch o babis coch a gwyn ei osod yn 

ystod Gwasanaeth amgen Cofio ar Hydref 31ain. 

Dangoswyd beth syôn bosibl ar Sulauôr Cofio yn y 

dyfodol ar gyfer y rhai i gyd wedi eu lladd mewn 

rhyfel, gan y cynulliad mawr o bobl oedd yn 

cefnogiôr achlysur hwnnw.  

 
The white poppy appeal at the service. | Photo: Gareth Davies. 

Narberth Friends, in co-operation with members 

of the Pembrokeshire Peace Group, held an 

outdoor service of remembrance for all victims of 

war on 31 October. The service culminated in the 

laying of a wreath of red and white poppies 

followed by a period of silent remembrance.  

[ED: A full report of the event appeared in The 

Friend on 20 November 2009] 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/qmh
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Hearing that the so-called "Welsh Defence 

League" was going to hold an anti-Muslim 

protest on 17 October, Swansea Quakers got 

together with Swansea City of Sanctuary 

Steering Group and called for a silent vigil on 

the theme of "Respect, Equality, Goodwill to 

All".  

Over 40 people stood in silence on the lawn 

outside the Quaker Meeting House from 4 to 5 

pm, including the Chief Executive of Cytûn 

(Churches Together in Wales) and, briefly, the 

Lord Mayor of Swansea. There were also a 

similar number on the street, including several 

Muslims, who clearly saw themselves as part 

of the demonstration. An impressive quiet 

dignity was maintained for the full hour. 

 [ED: A full account of the event appeared in 

The Friend on 30 October 2009] 

 
Photos: Martin Willson 

Note: City of Sanctuary is a grassroots movement 

of local people and organizations working 

together to make their cities proud to be a places 

of welcome and safety for people who are seeking 

refuge from war and persecution. It was started in 

Sheffield with a great deal of Quaker 

involvement; the national coordinator, Craig 

Barnett, is a Sheffield Quaker; and Swansea 

Quakers are heavily involved in the Swansea City 

of Sanctuary Steering Group. 

 

For your diary 
MFW meetings in 2010:  
All meetings will have the theme of 
Sustainability 
February 27: Glantwymyn (Cemmaes Road)  
10.30 am ς 4.30 pm 
April 17: one-Řŀȅ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘκǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ άwƻƻǘǎΣ 
{Ƙƻƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ CǊǳƛǘǎέ ƭŜŘ ōȅ [ƛȊȊ wƻŜ όǾŜƴǳŜ ǘōŀύ 
June 26: Activity Centre, Montgomery 
October 30: Aberystwyth Meeting House 
 

At the February meeting, Lizz Roe will speak 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΥ ά.ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ-long 
theme of sustainability with a talk on spiritual 
aspects.  

HOW TO CONTACT US 

We are keen to receive any articles, news, 

events, poems, and pictures, as well as any 

feedback. Please send your contributions to: 

Editor: 

Stevie Krayer, 1 Dolfor, Ciliau Aeron, 

Lampeter SA48 8DE 

01570 470947 stevie.krayer@care4free.net 

Pictures to: 

Design, picture editor & production: 

Jules Montgomery, Pennant, Bontgoch, 

Talybont SY24 5DP       01970 832055 

quakersinwales.jm@btinternet.com 

 

Requests for more ï or fewer ï copies to 

Distribution: 

Jules Montgomery, see above. 

 
THE DEADLINE FOR NEXT 

CALON:  31
st
 March 2010   

 

 

Photo: The Pales Meeting House 

Ȱ! ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒ ÔÏ Á 1ÕÁËÅÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÎÄÓ ÕÐ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÆÉÖÅ 
minutes of silence and asks, "When does the service 
begin?" An old Friend rises after a brief reflection 
and says, ͼ3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÅÎÄÓȱ 

                                                   ~ Author unknown. 

mailto:stevie.krayer@care4free.net
mailto:quakersinwales.jm@btinternet.com

